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News 

Vrieling posts first Dutch win in Rome Grand Prix -  28 May 2017 

Jur Vrieling made history at Piazza di Siena today when becoming the first Dutch rider in the 85-year history 
of the event to win the Grand Prix of Rome sponsored by Loro Piana. 
On another epic afternoon of sport at this iconic venue in the heart of Italy’s capital city, it was the double 

Olympian and 2014 world team gold medallist who held 
his nerve after setting the target with VDL Glagor vh 
Merelsnest when seventh to go in the 12-horse jump-
off. 
It didn’t go quite how he planned however. “I talked with 
our Chef d’Equipe Rob Ehrens and made a plan and I 
was quick over the first three fences, but I wanted to do 
nine strides, one less than most of the others, down to 
the double because Glasgow has such a big stride. But 
at the last minute I realised I was going too fast and I 
steadied him too much so instead we did 10 or 11, I’m 
not sure, and I don’t know how he left the double up - 
he was almost 2 metres off the second part - this win 

today was 80 percent Glasgow and 20 percent me!” he said. 
He followed Alberto Zorzi and Fair Light van T Heike into the ring as the Italian crowd groaned with disbelief 
that their hero of Friday’s historic Nations Cup victory was super-fast but left the very final Loro Piana vertical 
on the ground. 
“My horse was a bit strong in the first round but felt better in the jump-off and I tried to really go for it at the 
last fence. But I saw a distance that was a little too long and she hit it with her hind legs” he explained. His 
fast time of 45.92 seconds would be good enough for runner-up spot however because fence six turned into 
the bogey of this round. 
Time and again other riders seemed to be up on time until clipping this oxer before the turn to the final 
vertical, and fellow-Italian Lorenzo de Luca was another to meet this fate. “I was a bit flat at fence seven like 
many others, but I can’t be disappointed with my horse Ensor, if we keep jumping like this I’m very happy!” 
said de Luca who had to settle for third with his four faults in 46.02 seconds and earned the Master Fratellis 
d’Inzeo prize as Leading Rider of the Show. 
Vrieling admitted that he was surprised to win, especially since his time of 50.32 seconds was relatively slow 
due to the muddle he got into at the double, three from home. But in the end he had the only clear jump-off 
round. 
“I’m very happy I can tell you, especially after the Nations Cup when I got the biggest applause from the 
crowd when I had the last fence down to give Italy the win! I like that, that the people are so passionate and 
so extreme and emotional. The atmosphere at this show is unbelievable and this week I have enjoyed some 
of the nicest moments I have ever experienced with my horses!” he said. 
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Piazza di Siena 2017 - a complete success!! -  28 May 2017 

 “I couldn’t have dreamed of anything better!” said the Italian national federation (FISE) President Marco Di 
Paola today. “The results, the emotion of winning the Nations Cup and the partnership with our Olympic 
Committee (CONI) that we had really been looking forward to, made this year’s show really amazing!” 

Carlo Messina , CEO of Banca Intesa Sanpaolo, was 
also very happy as the 85th edition of CSIO Roma 
drew to a close this afternoon. “This collaboration has 
been a fantastic experience and we are delighted for 
the second year in a row to be the title sponsors at this 
special event” he said. “The 2017 edition has once 
again been able to bring together the beauty of sport 
and its competitive side. We hope that beyond the 
competition aspects, after experiencing Piazza di 
Siena, many young riders will  strive to be in the 
spotlight of sport themselves". 
There was a lot of anticipation and concern about this 
first joint effort between FISE and CONI in 2017 but 

those concerns were immediately dispensed. The result has been so positive, and like Marco di Paola (Pres 
FISE) and Diego Nepi (Marketing Manager CONI) confirmed, in case words were not enough, the show's 
official social media channels and profiles (Facebook and Instagram) and the website, registered 2 million 
views, an increase of 350 % on last year, and more than 50 hours livestreaming on our website and Youtube 
channel. “This data has also influenced positively the physical audience, so the tribunes had no empty spot 
and the field in front of Casina Rafaello was full of families and teenagers, which is exactly the target 
audience that CONI and FISE wanted to reach - to quote our slogan it’s about appealing to “the heart 
beyond”. 
To the success of the show,  riders and horses have also greatly contributed, not only by winning the Nations 
Cup, but with 5 Italian wins overall which show how well Italian eqestrian sport is doing right now. The tide 
has turned and from tomorrow the objective is to do what is needed to make Piazza di Siena the most 
important show in Europe. The occasion was also the perfect one to thank everyone who contributed to this 
wonderful event, starting with organisers and sponsors. 
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Pink Power in Rome - and for the ladies it’s all about the horses… -  28 May 2017 

Olympic President, Thomas Bach, recently 
described equestrian sport as “a champion of 
gender equality”, because men and women 
compete on an absolutely equal basis. And 
the fact that this equality extends right 
through the management of events makes it 
even more impressive. 
This week at Rome Piazza di Siena Intesa 
Sanpaolo d’Inzeo Brothers Masters CSIO 
2017 the ladies are out in force, holding down 
many of the most important roles. We spoke 
with some of them to learn more about what 
they do and how they do it, and a single 
theme emerged…the welfare of the horse is 

at the heart of everything they do…. 
Frances Hesketh-Jones Trulzi has four Olympic Games, five World Championships and numerous World Cup 
Finals and regional Championships under her belt and this week is President of the Ground Jury at one of 
her very favourite events. “Being a woman is not a disadvantage in our sport, there are women filling many of the 
top positions” she insists. Describing her work in various roles she says that, at its core, “it’s really about trying 
to keep the sport fair and maintain a level playing field. You have to be authoritative, but at the beginning it’s all about 
earning respect. Nobody owes you respect, you have to earn it. Sometimes you have to challenge the biggest names in 
the sport, and at first it can be very daunting!” 
Alessandra Ceselli is Chief Steward and says her job is about protecting the horses and helping the riders to 
“stay within the rules”. She loves what she does, even though the days, and nights, are very long. “You have 
to be a little bit crazy to want to do this work, but I am with the horses when they wake up in the morning and when they 
go to sleep at night, and it makes me very happy when they are happy and comfortable and safe in their stables after 
doing their job!” she says. It’s all about team-work, “we have a great team here and what brings us all together is 
the love of horses” and as she points out, it’s quite a privilege to be working at Piazza di Siena. “To be here 
working at a horse show in the middle of one of the most ancient cities in the world - it’s like working in an open 
museum - it’s just extraordinary!” she adds. 
Eleonora Di Giuseppe is Event Director at CSIO di Roma 2017 and a Bureau member of the Italian national 
equestrian federation, FISE. She is responsible for ensuring that the “open museum” at Piazza di Siena is 
treated with all the respect it deserves. “I spent a long time studying this ancient site with its oval arena and 
concentric architecture before putting things together for this year’s show, we have to be very respectful to 
our environment here” she says. “It’s important that you don’t take away from the park and the buildings - 
wherever you look you should be reminded that you are right in the heart of the city of Rome. And it is important that 
the public have access to everything for free - apart from the sponsor areas, everything is open to them” she explains. 
She is very excited about the collaboration between FISE and the national Olympic Committee of italy, 
CONI, at this year’s show. “Together we are working to secure the future of this great CSIO that has so much history 
behind it and to improve the profile of equestrian sport in Italy.” 
Two other female legends are also part of this year’s Piazza di Siena “A Team”. The legendary Italian trainer, 
chef d’equipe, breeder and show organiser Lalla Novo heads up the Appeals Committee, and the multi-
talented Caterina Vagnozzi, who has been Press Officer at World Equestrian Games and numerous 
Championships is heading up the Media Relations team for the 26th year. 
Lots of ladies are leading this year’s show, all sharing a passion for this historic event, this iconic venue and, 
most importantly, the greatest equestrian athlete of all, the horse…. 
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Billot beats them all in Small Grand Prix -  27 May 2017 

The strains of the French national anthem rang out across the Villa Borghese this evening when Mathieu 
Billot galloped the opposition into submission in the Intesa Sanpaolo Small Grand Prix at Piazza di Siena. 
His fellow-countryman, Roger Yves Bost, jumped clear in the first round but decided not to join the jump-off 
so a total of 10 horse-and-rider combinations battled it out against the clock. And, second to go, one of the 

heroes of yesterday’s momentous FEI Nations Cup™ 
victory, the Italian superstar Lorenzo De Luca, really 
put it up to the rest of them when scorching home with 
Halifax van Het Klutzebos in the 37.98 seconds. 
But two horses later Billot set off like a rocket, twisting 
and turning his way around the jump-off track with the 
nine-year-old mare Ilena S who landed over the last 
like and raced through the finish two-hundredths of a 
second quicker. And although Ireland’s Shane 
Sweetnam gave it his best shot with his nine-year-old 
gelding Main Road, he was almost two seconds slower 
when slotting into third. 
Billot has been riding since he was four years old and 

won the European Junior title in 2002, so the 31-year-old from Deauville is familiar with success. He has 
competed on French Nations Cup teams and was reserve rider for FEI Nations Cup™ Final in Barcelona, 
Spain last September, but this is his first time in Rome. And although he wasn’t on the French side that 
finished fifth yesterday, he’s feeling confident ahead of tomorrow’s Loro Piana Gran Premio Citta di Roma 
which begins at 15.15 local time. 
He was full of praise for his winning mare today. “She is exceptional!” he said, explaining that French Chef 
d’Equipe Philip Guerdat told him he could take the win before he went into the arena for the second time. 
Lorenzo De Luca admitted that he steadied his handsome chestnut stallion before the final oxer and might 
have lost pole position there, but 24 hours after the ecstasy of helping to clinch the FEI Nations Cup™ for the 
first time in 32 years on home ground he is still on a high. “Yesterday was such a relief, we finished well and 
we now have great confidence in our team, it’s all really positive!” said the man whose rise to the no. 6 spot 
in the Longines world rankings is not just evidence of his great talent, but also his trademark dedication and 
strong work ethic. 
  
Italy also had to settle for runner-up spot in the opening Young Horse Final this morning when juan Carlos 
Garcia and Artiste du Guerpre were pipped by Belgium’s Gudrun Pateer and Sea Coast Kira van het 
Bokkenhof. 
But Filippo Bologni had the home crowd right behind him when scooping the top prize in the Intesa Sanpaolo 
Six Bar with Cassino, pipping the only other contender to make it to the third round, fellow-Italian Eugenio 
Grimaldo with Unit 2. Bologni jumped over a height of 1.90 mt for the last fence. 
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It's a dream come true for the home side as they retake the trophy they've wanted for a 

very long time -  26 May 2017 

 
 

They waited 32 years to win again on home ground, 
so the celebrations were wild today when Team 
Italy came out on top in the FEI Nations Cup™ at 
Piazza di Siena in the heart of their capital city. 
  
The hosts already held the record for most wins at 
their prestigious fixture which this year celebrates its 
85th anniversary, but their last success was way back 
in 1985. Strong recent results however suggested that 
today may be the day when they could bridge that 
very long gap and put their country’s name on the roll 
of honour once again. 
  

In an edge-of-the-seat contest, they shared the lead with The Netherlands on a four-fault result at the halfway 
stage, and then held on for victory without having to rely on their anchor rider Bruno Chimirri (46). It 
was Lorenzo De Luca (30) who clinched it despite a foot in the water and a time fault with Ensor de Litrange 
second time out, because a second-round clear from pathfinders Piergiorgio Bucci (41) and Casallo Z, and a 
magnificent double-clear performance from the youngest team member, Alberto Zorzi (28) with Fair Light 
van T Heike, meant they couldn’t be beaten when the Dutch threat fizzled out. 
  
It was heartache for third-line Dutchman Jur Vrieling who looked set to sail home to a second fault-free round 
with the extravagant VDL Glasgow vh Merelsnest which would keep the pressure at boiling point, only to hit 
the very last on Uliano Vezzani’s 12-fence track. The retirement of Jeroen Dubbeldam and the off-form SFN 
Zenith had left them vulnerable as the second round got underway, as did a mistake from Gerco Schroder 
and Glock’s Cognac Champblanc, and they finished with a 13-fault total while the Italians registered just 
nine. Third spot was divided between Ireland and Spain who each collected 17 faults. 
  
France finished equal-fifth with Sweden on 20 faults and the French maintain the lead in the Europe Division 1 
rankings heading to the fourth round of the eight-leg series at St Gallen, Switzerland next Friday. But it was 
Team Italy who claimed the maximum 100 points today to move up to fourth place and with the FEI Nations 
Cup™ 2017 Final in Barcelona (ESP) in September clearly in their sights. 
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A little Irish magic gives McAuley the big win on opening day-  25 May 2017 

Ireland’s Mark McAuley scorched to victory in the Intesa Sanpaolo Speed event on the opening day of the 
Rome Piazza di Siena Intesa Sanpaolo d’Inzeo Brothers Masters CSIO 2017 today with a sensational round 
from the gelding Miebello. 
Sixth to go in the field of 52 starters, the 30-year-old rider who is 548th in the Longines rankings pinned 

world no. 8, French star Kevin Staut, into runner-up 
spot with Silver Deux de Virton HDC, while Spain’s 
Sergio Alvarez Moya and Iron Man lll slotted into third. 
Top Italian was the youngest competitor at this 85th 
edition of one of the most popular horse shows in the 
world, 18-year-old Guido Franchi who steered Quixotic 
DC into fourth place. 
McAuley had the handbrake off when setting the target 
in 67.02 seconds and was still in command when Staut 
set sail with just five left to go. And the Frenchman who 
claimed team gold at last summer’s Olympic Games in 
Rio de Janeiro cruised home with the greatest of ease 
to post 68.75 seconds for second place with his 11-

year-old stallion. 
This was a special win for the Irishman who has really struck form in the recent past. Last Sunday he was 
runner-up in the Grand Prix with Miebello at Bourg-en-Bresse in France, and today the pair’s blistering pace 
just proved too good for the rest of them. The 13-year-old gelding belongs to McAuley’s Swedish girlfriend, 
international rider Charlotte Mordasini who was injured in a fall a few months ago. “It was nasty, she 
fractured her spine, but she’s riding again now I’m glad to say” McAuley explained. The pair, who live in 
Switzerland, run a yard together in France so today’s success is a shared one. 
“I was early to go in the class so I wasn’t sure how fast I needed to be. I made a plan and stuck to that and 
the horse jumped great but I was surprised when I wasn’t caught! Kevin got quite close, in fact I thought he 
had me, but he didn’t!” McAuley said. 
And the Irishman got more good news today when his Chef d’Equipe, Rodrigo Pessoa, confirmed him as a 
member of the Irish team for tomorrow’s FEI Nations Cup in which he will partner Utchan de Belheme. 
  
  
Andersson is the ace in Land Rover Speed 
It was a good day all round for the Irish contingent, with Shane Sweetnam filling runner-up spot in the Land 
Rover 1.50m Speed competition won by Sweden’s Petronella Andersson who is also just recovered from a 
recent injury. Partnering the 13-year-old gelding Entre Nous, 26-year-old Andersson, who has been riding for 
Stephex Stables for the last four years, broke the beam in 65.91 seconds to clinch victory. Sweetnam was 
delighted with second spot for his promising nine-year-old mare Indra van de Oude Halhoef. 
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“This is only my second big show since I started riding again, so I’m a bit surprised to win!” Andersson said. 
“My horse is not always the fastest but he has a big stride and with a smooth ride over the nice lines we had 
today in Uliano’s course it gave me a good time.” 
She has also been selected for tomorrow’s FEI Nations Cup - “I’m probably the least experienced rider in the 
Swedish team but I’m very happy to be selected and I really love this show here in Rome!” she added. 
  
  
Paini and Clodia clinch last-to-go victory in MAG-JLT Two-Phase 
Paolo Paini’s 10-year-old mare, Clodia CSG, showed great maturity when clinching Italy’s first victory of this 
year’s CSIO Rome in the greatest of style as the action got underway this morning. 
Switzerland’s Jane Richard Philips and the nine-year-old Izmir van de Baeyenne set the standard when clear 
in 25.13 seconds early in the class and looked set to hold on, right to the very end. But, last to go, Paini and 
Clodia demoted them to runner-up spot with a thrilling run that put the winning time of 24.21 seconds on the 
board. 
“When she really tries against the clock she’s impossible to beat!” said the 47-year-old rider of the horse that 
also brought him a big win in Rome last year. “I have Clodia since she was five years old and she has won a 
lot of speed classes but she also jumps in Grand Prix up to 1.55m. She has had wins at Al Ain 4-Star and 
Arezzo 3-Star - she’s a really top horse!” 

Spanish get the best of the draw for FEI Nations Cup™ at Piazza di Siena -  24 May 2017 

 
 

Marco Fuste’s Spanish team has the 
advantage of being last to go in 
tomorrow’s FEI Nations Cup™ at the Rome 
Piazza di Siena Intesa Sanpaolo d’Inzeo 
Brothers Masters CSIO 2017. The official draw 
took place this afternoon, and the order-of-go 
is as follows: 1 Canada; 2, France; 3, Italy; 4, 
Sweden; 5, Ireland; 6, Netherlands; 7, 
Switzerland; 8, Spain. 
  
The first round of the competition begins 
at 14.30 local time, and it promises to be a 
right royal battle as six nations, including the 
hosts, will be chasing those hard-to-get 
maximum points that will help earn a place at 
the FEI Nations Cup™ 2017 Final in 

Barcelona, Spain in four months’ time. 
  
The reigning Olympic champions from France already head the Europe Division 1 leaderboard while the 
Swedish side is lying third. The Spanish are in fourth after their outings at the first two legs in Lummen, 
Belgium and La Baule, France, but a win for them would be something of a surprise as it is 63 years since 
their last victory in Rome - way back in 1954. 
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Team Ireland come to this third leg of the series with a new Chef d’Equipe, Brazilian star Rodrigo Pessoa 
whose career highs include victory in the Grand Prix of Rome in 2009. It is an exciting time for the Irish but 
already they have suffered an upset due to the withdrawal of rising talent Michael Duffy whose top horse, 
Belcanto Z, has been recently sold. 
  
The Dutch have a great record at Piazza di Siena and always have to be taken seriously, as do the Swiss 
who, however, are not chasing those precious qualifying points. The ones they all have to fear however are 
Roberto Arioldi’s home team of Lorenzo de Luca, Piergiorgio Bucci, Alberto Zorzi and Bruno Chimirri. 
 
 
Loving horses and challenging riders….that’s Uliano’s game…. - 24 May 2017 
 
 
He’s been described as the “Pavarotti of 
showjumping”, a maestro whose skill sets him 
apart from the rest, so it comes as no surprise 
to those who have followed his career that 
Italy’s Uliano Vezzani is on the long-list of 
showjumping course designers for the 
2020 Tokyo Olympic Games. 
  
And this week he once again demonstrates his 
unique ability by setting the challenges for the 
horses and riders at Rome Piazza di Siena 
Intesa Sanpaolo d’Inzeo Brothers Masters 
CSIO 2017. He won’t be making it easy for 
them, but his philosophy is to keep the riders 
thinking and the horses happy. And he has 
high hopes for his national team. 
  
Uliano hails from Correggio near Modena and was a competitive amateur showjumping rider himself earlier 
in his interesting lifetime. He also worked in his father’s plastics company, and his creative streak was 
already evident in the making of plastic showjumping poles for the company that Germany’s Frank 
Rothenberger later turned into a massively successful enterprise, CARO. 
  
His life took an interesting turn when he was asked to help put together a Grand Prix course at a show when 
the scheduled course designer didn’t turn up. “It was my first time to build, and then I went on to win the 
class!” says the man whose trademark is his enormous smile. 
  
A training course came his way two years later and then things just fell into place as he worked alongside a 
series of other big names and began to establish the reputation that puts him right at the top of his game 
today. For Uliano, it’s all about taking care of the horse while providing top-class competition. 
  
“I love the horse and the feeling between the horse and the rider. And I prefer to see a horse leave the arena 
with one fence down after a really nice round than going clear but looking unhappy!” he says. 
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Key to his tracks is the distance inside the triple combination. “I study a lot, I think about what I’m going to do 
a lot, and I stay in the arena when the competition is going on. That’s all important to me” he points out. He 
doesn’t favour big oxers after a turn, he likes to allow horses to be balanced and prepared when they take on 
the bigger fences. “Horses should leave the arena feeling good” he says. 
  
He is at this job for 25 years now and admits that much has changed in terms of the abilities of both horses 
and riders over that time. “Now the material in the fences is much lighter, and the horses have such quality 
and scope. Their stride is so amazing that we have had to extend the length of the stride distances in the 
combination fences” he adds. 
  
Every venue presents its own specific challenges, but Uliano is delighted that the arena at Piazza di Siena is 
bigger this year. “We have eight metres more because an area that was used by the public is not inside the 
arena this year. It’s a long arena and I prefer that to a square one, it gives plenty of options” he explains. 
Tomorrow’s opening day of international competition will give him a clear indication of the level of horses and 
riders he must build for this week. And he happily admits that he’s hoping that his national team will do well 
in Friday’s FEI Nations Cup. 
  
It has been a long time since the home crowd celebrated a home victory, but Italian showjumping has made 
a superb comeback over the past year. Asked if he thinks this could be the year when they reclaim the 
coveted Rome Nations Cup title, Uliano say, “I have to say that at last they have a really good chance…..” 

10 fast facts about Rome Piazza di Siena Intesa Sanpaolo d’Inzeo Brothers Masters CSIO 

2017- 24 May 2017 
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1. The spectacular venue, Piazza di Siena, takes its origins from one of Rome’s most noble families, 
the Borghese. Prince Marcantonio Borghese commissioned architects Mario and Antonio Asprucci 
with the task of bringing a touch of Tuscany to the Italian capital, and today the elegant Borghese 
Gardens is a hugely popular public park with the natural amphitheatre of the Piazza di Siena at its 
heart. 

2. The first horse show was staged at Piazza di Siena in 1922. 
3. The first show run under FEI rules took place in 1926. 
4. This year the fixture celebrates its 85th anniversary. 
5. Team Italy won the first FEI Nations Cup™ staged in Rome in 1926. 
6. Italy holds the record for most wins in the FEI Nations Cup™ at Rome with a total of 27, while France 

is next with 19 victories and Great Britain third with 12. 
7. The Grand Prix in Rome is one of the most coveted titles in the sport and a total of 19 Italian riders 

have lifted the trophy since 1926. However the last Italian winner was Arnoldo Bologni who steered 
May Day to pole position in 1994. 

8. French riders have taken the Rome Grand Prix title on 16 occasions, the last being Eugenie Angot 
with Cigale du Tallis in 2004. The 2016 winner was USA’s McLain Ward with HH Azur. 

9. Italian legend, the late, great Piero d’Inzeo, holds the record for the most Grand Prix victories in 
Rome, having taken the title seven times. 

10. Former World and Olympic champion, Brazil’s Rodrigo Pessoa, added the Rome Grand Prix title to 
his list of career highs when coming out on top with Let’s Fly in 2009. He returns to Piazza di Siena 
this year as Chef d’Equipe for the Irish team. 

Team Italy under pressure at Piazza di Siena - 23 May 2017 

It’s always special to compete in front of 
your home crowd, but the Italian team at 
this week’s Rome Piazza di Siena Intesa 
Sanpaolo d’Inzeo Brothers Masters CSIO 
(May 25-28) will be carrying a huge weight 
on their shoulders. 
  
With this iconic fixture recently tied into an 
exciting eight-year partnership agreement 
between the national Olympic Committee, 
CONI, and the Italian equestrian 
federation, FISE, there is already a whole 
new buzz about one of the most 
traditional, respected and best-loved 
events on the Italian, and world, sporting 
calendar. Add a sparkling line-up of riders 
from all around the globe, along with the predictions being expressed in the national media that Italy can at 
last reclaim the top step of the podium in Friday’s FEI Nations Cup™ after a 32-year drought, and it’s going 
to be like a seething cauldron of expectation when the action all kicks off on Thursday morning. 
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Piazza di Siena has always been about class, the Roll of Honour in the Grand Prix so often marking the high 
point in the careers of the sport’s greatest stars. Captain Raimondo d’Inzeo’s back-to-back double with 
Merano in 1956 and 1957, his brother Piero’s double with Navarette and Fidux in 1967 and 1968, and 
Graziano Mancinelli’s victory with Ambassador in 1972 were all achieved during a sensational era for the 
sport in Italy. Eddie Macken’s win with Boomerang for Ireland (1978), Frenchman Frederic Cottier’s triple 
success with Flambeau C (1980, 1982 and 1984) and his fellow-countryman, Pierre Durand’s victory with the 
great Jappeloup (1990) were some other unforgettable moments. 
  
Just take a look at the last four winners. It was at Piazza di Siena in 2013 that Nick Skelton strutted to 
success with his 2012 Olympic team gold medal winning ride, Big Star, and this pair who recently retired 
from the sport were still on an upward curve at the time, one that led to individual Olympic gold in Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil last summer. Canada’s Eric Lamaze, already a winner with the late, great Hickstead in 2011, 
stole the honours with Zigali PS in 2014 while two of the men who battled it out for the Longines FEI World 
Cup™ Jumping title in Omaha, USA just a few short months ago claimed the Rome Grand Prix title in 2015 
and 2016. Sweden’s Henrik von Eckermann threw down a marker for his rise up the world rankings when 
victorious with Cantinero in 2015 while America’s double-Olympic gold medallist Ward, who clinched that 
2017 World Cup title in the finest style, was the 2016 Rome Grand Prix champion. 
  
At this 85th edition of the event however all eyes will be on Roberto Arioldi’s team of Bruno Chimirri, Emilio 
Bicocchi, Lorenzo de Luca, Piergiorgio Bucci and Alberto Zorzi as they fly the home flag with pride. Italian 
showjumping hasn’t been in such great shape for a very long time, with team and individual successes 
posted consistently over the last 12 months bringing a new-found confidence and raising hopes and dreams. 
The expectations are enormous, but there is a sense that Team Italy is ready to get right back in the top end 
of the game, and this could be the week that confirms just that. 
 
 
 
Can Team Italy win the FEI Nations Cup™ on home ground for the first time 
in 32 years?? - 17 May 2017 

 
The Rio 2016 Olympic gold medal winning team from 
France will prove tough nuts to crack, but the host 
nation looks to have a real chance of breaking a 32-
year drought on home ground by winning the FEI 
Nations Cup™ at the 85th Rome Piazza di Siena Intesa 
Sanpaolo d’Inzeo Brothers Masters CSIO (May 25-28). 
  
The beautiful gardens at the Villa Borghese in the heart 
of the Italian capital are already buzzing with 
excitement as everything is put in place for the annual 
contest that draws spectators from all around the globe. 
The natural amphitheatre of the Piazza di Siena is a 
place where history resonates, and Team Italy holds 

the record for the greatest number of victories in this hallowed arena, a total of 27 since Nations Cup™ 
Jumping was first staged in 1926. However the last Italian side to hold the coveted trophy in their hands 
included the legendary Graziano Mancinelli back in 1985, and Chef d’Equipe, Roberto Arioldi, knows it is 
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long past time to put that to rights. And he has every chance of doing it, because Italian riders are competing 
at the top of their game right now. 
  
They looked in danger of being relegated to the second division of the Nations Cup series last year until 
posting a brilliant win in Dublin, Ireland last July, and got this season off to a great start when pinning 
Belgium into runner-up spot at the Europe Division 2 leg just a week ago in Linz, Austria. But the Europe 
Division 1 leg on their home turf on 26 May will be, literally, in a different league and Arioldi has gone for all 
his top guns this time out. 
  
He has selected the full side that recorded that pivotal Dublin win, with Emilio Bicocchi, Piergiorgio 
Bucci and Bruno Chimirri joined by one of the hottest properties in the sport at the moment, 30-year-
old Lorenzo De Luca who holds the No. 6 spot on the Longines World Rankings and whose list of recent 
successes includes wins on the Global Champions Tour circuit in Mexico, Miami and Shanghai. The man is 
on fire, and completing the Italian squad is 28-year-old Alberto Zorzi who won the opening leg of the 
Longines FEI World Cup™ Jumping Western European League in Oslo, Norway last October to announce 
his very definite arrival at the top end of the sport. 
  
It certainly won’t be all plain sailing for the Italians however because, from the start-list of eight nations, a 
total of six will be hunting down those all-important points that will get them qualified for the FEI Nations 
Cup™ Final 2017 in Barcelona, Spain in September. Only the Canadian side that includes 2008 Olympic 
champion Eric Lamaze, and the Swiss team headed up by 2012 Olympic gold medallist Steve Guerdat, will not 
be on a points-gathering mission. And every single team has an agenda. 
  
Brazilian super-star and 2004 Olympic champion Rodrigo Pessoa was recently appointed manager of the Irish 
team and he will be wanting to make a good early impression with his side that includes Kevin 
Babington, Shane Breen, Paul Kennedy, Denis Lynch and Shane Sweetnam. And after years of being the 
dominant force, The Netherlands has been going through a dip in their fortunes so Rob Ehrens will be hoping 
that Jeroen Dubbeldam, Michel Hendrix, Marc Houtzager, Gerco Schroder and Jur Vrieling can turn that 
around. 
  
Henrik von Eckermann is another rider right at the top of his game and will be joined by Petronella 
Andersson, Malin Baryard-Johnsson, Jonna Ekberg and Douglas Lindelow in the Swedish selection. And 
Marco Fuste’s Spanish side includes Eduardo Alvarez Aznar, Sergio Alvarez Moya, Pilar Cordon, Manuel 
Fernandez Saro and Gerardo Menendez Mieres. 
  
The ones they will all be trying to get past of course are the reigning Olympic champions from France, and 
Chef d’Equipe Philippe Guerdat has chosen all four of the side that trounced the opposition, despite a series 
of setbacks, in Rio de Janeiro last summer to take that Olympic crown. If Team Italy is to realise the dream of 
reclaiming the coveted trophy in front of their home crowd, they have a formidable task ahead of them as 
they strive to keep Philippe Rozier, Kevin Staut, Penelope Leprevost and the enigmatic Roger Yves Bost in 
check, while Mathieu Billot is also on the French panel. 
  
But the glorious intrigue of FEI Nations Cup™ Jumping is the utter unpredictability of it all, and when the 
action gets underway on 26 May it is very definitely all to play for, and Team Italy has a big chance of lifting 
the trophy and reclaiming that top step of the podium at last. 
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An edition to be experienced in full - 03 May 2017 
 
In 2017 Rome’s Official International Horse Show (CSIO) has 
come to its 85 edition and just like last year has Intesa 
Sanpaolo as its title sponsor. 
 
This year’s great novelty, valid also for the next three years, 
is the CSIO’s entry in the group of grand events organised by 
the Italian National Olympic Committee (CONI) in a joint 
venture with National Sports Federations and, in this case, 
more specifically with the Italian Federation of Equestrian 
Sports. 
 

Rome’s Piazza di Siena Intesa Sanpaolo d’Inzeo Brothers Masters CSIO will be held from May 24th to May 
28th and is expected to be an edition well worth attending thanks to a top level programme. There will be a 
crescendo of sport and entertainment that, in addition to the CSIO, will also involve the national world of 
show jumping and in particular new generations. 
 
As far as sport is concerned, the most exciting competitions among the ten in which the top riders in the 
show jumping world will compete in the Villa Borghese, are the FEI Nations Cup™ presented by Longines 
scheduled for Friday May 26th, the Prix Piazza di Siena Intesa Sanpaolo, the spectacular Six Bars on 
Saturday May 27th and the popular Loro Piana Città di Roma Grand Prix on Sunday May 28th. The 
programme also includes a CSIYH, an international show restricted to seven year old horses. 
 
The traditional programme for up and coming stars in Italian show jumping has been confirmed, with the 
Coppa dei Giovani Flash Intesa Sanpaolo (two rounds Friday and Sunday) and classes for ponies (Saturday 
and Sunday). There is also a competition for riding clubs with a team event called the ‘Master delle 
Associazioni’ opening the day on Wednesday and Thursday. 
 
 
Team coach Arioldi announces “Three quarters of Nations Cup team chosen” - 03 May 
2017 
 
 

Among the many news reports announced for 
the 85th Rome Piazza di Siena Intesa 
Sanpaolo d’Inzeo Brothers Masters CSIO 
there are also the first names of riders chosen 
for the Nations Cup, which the Italian team has 
not won in Rome since 1985.  
 
Italian team coach Roberto Arioldi has said 
that, “Three of the four riders are now sure of 
having a spot on the team and they are 
Lorenzo De Luca, Alberto Zorzi and 
Piergiorgio Bucci (photograph by Marco Proli). 
I have time until Monday May 8th to make 
known to the Federation the other two names 
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(including a reserve rider) and until Monday 15th to choose the 15 riders for the individual classes. I will 
decide after the Austrian CSIO in Linz where Claudio Delnevo, Emanuele Gaudiano, Davide Kainich, Luca 
Marziani, Luca Maria Moneta, Davide Sbardella and Melissa Vanzani are all riding.  As far as the selection of 
individual riders is concerned, I also have the Drammen CSIO in Norway on May 14th, just ten days before 
Piazza di Siena." 
 
Admission to Piazza di Siena free of charge - 03 May 2017 
 
This year two admission to the Rome Piazza di 
Siena Intesa Sanpaolo d’Inzeo Brothers Masters 
CSIO will be free of charge. Everyone will be 
able to circulate freely in all areas except those 
strictly reserved to riders and horses, which will, 
however, remain visible also from external areas. 
 
Seats in the Raffaello Stand (central part only is 
covered) are free of charge and available until 
filled, offering a fabulous view of the arena. The 
project for seating arrangements exalts the 
charm of the location, a real open air museum, 
while fully respecting historical and 
environmental restrictions.  
 
Not just show jumping - 03 May 2017 
 
Show jumping’s champions will not be the only 
stars in the Villa Borghese arena. As happens 
every year, there will also be the riders and 
horses of the very popular Caroselli, with the 
Lancieri di Montebello and Villa Buon Respiro 
(Saturday evening) and the 4thCarabinieri 
Mounted Regiment (Sunday after the show 
jumping). 
 
But that is not all. Piazza di Siena has always 
been a symbol of glamour and sophistication 
and this year the values of this show’s tradition 
of elegance and bon-ton will certainly be 
enhanced thanks to choices made by the 
Organising Committee. The stand situated below the Casina dell’Orologio, with its seating and catering 
services, sets the stage for a welcome studied to meet the demands of so many fans who appreciate not 
only the sporting aspects of the world of horses, but also its life-style and a pleasant location for entertaining 
sponsors’ guests. 
 
‘Food & Beverage’ points for all tastes are curated by Palombini Catering,with a restaurant next to the 
shorter side of the arena under the Fontana dei Pupazzi and a new bar with a terrace overlooking the side 
where the horses enter. 
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