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A STRONG RELATIONSHIP

Layke Anderson in The Equestrian, by Sybil H. Mair, 2012 (Photo Courtesy of Mair & Mair Produc-tions)

he Equestrian, a short film from 2012 by Sybil Mair, 
is a dark psychological drama. The young British 

actor Layke Anderson plays talented dressage rider Freddie Forester and 
James Wilby stars as his father, with a cameo appearance by UK Olympic 
gold medallist Carl Hester MBE. Freddie, the protagonist, is at the start 
of a promising career. Talented and ambitious, he is set to compete in his 
biggest championship yet, with a gifted stallion. But, on his journey to 
manhood, he struggles to discover hidden truths about his relationship 
with his father, his horse and finally about himself. The Equestrian is a 
rich and intense story about the partnership between man and horse. 
Equine star of the show is Gaius, interpreted by Sandro’s Dancer, a 
stunning 16.2hh Swedish Warmblood. Owned by Rachel Struel and 
trained and competed by Stephanie Eardley, Sandro’s Dancer is stabled 
at Home Farm Stud, Hartpury in Gloucestershire, where most of the 
film was shot. A son of the famous stallion Sandro Hit, he has competed 

and placed in international young horse championships, regional and 
national, at advanced medium level since starting his dressage career 
in 2010. Though many equestrians recognise the familiar setting, the 
powerful message that lies deep within is very challenging. While Sybil 
has researched the dressage world extensively for this film, spending 
time with many Olympians, the truth is that dressage is merely a means 
of throwing light on Freddie’s journey to manhood, his relationship 
with his father and ultimately, himself. Dressage was carefully chosen 
by Sybil to carry the overriding themes of this film as she considered it 
“more in-tense and mysterious” than other equestrian sports.
An intense work, appreciated both by equestrian-minded viewers and 
by a public that simply enjoys a beautiful story. No wonder it was one 
of the highlights of the recent EQUUS Film Festival, at the FEI World 
Equestrian Games™ Tryon 2018.
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Thanks to the impeccable organization of the FIP European 
Championships-Quantocoin Cup, the Villa a Sesta Polo Club (Ripaltella, 
Bucine) in Tuscany, is now rightly listed among Europe’s top locations 
for the most ancient of equestrian sports. 
The fourteen teams representing ten nations that paraded through 

Arezzo’s historic centre, three hundred and fifty polo ponies, three polo fields for the 
matches, perfect weather conditions, two medals won by Italy (gold for the men’s team 
and silver for the ladies), an intense social calendar and the many spectators attending 
the finals, all made the 2018 event held on the border between the provinces of Siena 
and Arezzo, a really memorable occasion. It was so memorable that Riccardo Tattoni, 
the entrepreneur who almost twenty years ago started the Villa a Sesta Polo Club project 
in a particularly enchanting corner of the Chianti Classico region, has been awarded 
the prestigious title of FIP Ambassador by the International Polo Federation.
The Villa a Sesta Polo Club is situated within a wine and olive oil producing farm 
set in the enchanting Tuscan countryside, famous all over the world for its typical 
characteristics. The farm extends over 1100 hectares, where nature is the incomparable 
host to facilities that are technically the very best provided by a world level polo club 
and with a hospitality that guarantees buildings that are perfect for Tuscany’s context 
of excellence and the lifestyle linked to polo.
This club is equipped with facilities that rank it in the top list of European polo grounds 
and, for some time now, it has been the Italian headquarters for top level Argentinian 
players, in particular Francisco and Eduardo Menendez, for years among the most 
competitive leading players at the most important tournaments.
There are three technically world-class international sized polo fields (all in Tifton) as 
well as a practice field. Field no. 1 measures 260 x 140 metres, field no. 2 measures 
245 x 120 metres and the new Sorleone field (no. 3) measures 276 x 150 metres, with 
the practice field measuring 120 x 70 metres. The Argentinian Alejandro Battro, the 
world’s no. 1 in the creation, upkeep and maintenance of polo fields (among them the 
Palermo Stadium in Buenos Aires, Argentina, considered the cathedral of world polo) is 
personally responsible for the Villa Sesta fields.
Inaugurated in 2017, the Sorleone field is not only the largest in Europe, but is also close 
to the private lake, an ideal location for drinks and relaxing after matches.
The Villa a Sesta Polo Club has 180 permanent stables for the polo season, with room for 
a further 280 temporary stables as well as 80 stables during the winter.
The Polo Club’s impeccable organisation is entrusted to Juan Luciano Bozzi, an 
Argentinian polo manager with great experience, who also organises courses for 
beginners throughout the year as well as training sessions and matches for players of 
all levels. Eduardo Menendez is available for private and group lessons, guaranteeing 
the highest possible safety levels for both riders and horses. The club provides all the 
necessary equipment for those who are beginners and new to this exciting sport.
The Club was founded in 2000 and, from the very start, every single project has been 
planned and implemented with meticulous attention paid to technique, environmental 
impact and the wellbeing of horses and players.
The most important event hosted before the 2018 European Championships was the 
European Play Off for the 2011 World Championships, an extremely successful event 
both technically and with spectators and one that launched the club to the very top in 
the world of international polo.

VILLA A SESTA POLO CLUB

E

By Equi-Equipe   -    Photos by Cymon Skinner/VAS
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Thirteen years after winning the championship in 2005 in Amsterdam, Italy has won 
back the title in the 12th FIP European Polo Championship–Quantocoin Cup that came 
to an end on September 30th at the Villa a Sesta Polo Club (Ripaltella - Bucine/Arezzo).
In the final match for the gold medal, the Italian team, which included Gualtiero Giori 
(captain), Nicolas Lopes Fuentes and brothers Tomas and Martin Joaquin, soundly 
defeated Azerbaijan 8 – 4.
Italy’s victory was never up for discussion as they took a 3 - 0 lead in the first chukka, 
with coach Eduardo Menendez’ team increasing its lead guaranteeing victory in the 
third of the four chukkas played.
Nicolas Lopes Fuentes was the real hero in the match, scoring six goals. The other 
Italian goals were scored by brothers Tomas and Martin Joaquin.  
Azerbaijan, a team that made its European Championship debut and was the great 
surprise in Villa a Sesta, fought bravely. The skills shown by the Land of Fire team in 
the four qualifying matches, however, showed their significant technical progress and 
competitiveness. The Azeris will have an exciting chance to get their own back in two 
years’ time at the next FIP European Polo Championships, which will be played in 2020 
in Azerbaijan.
In the Ladies final, the Italian Ladies Team was able to do little to oppose the powerful 
German team who won by a convincing 9 – 4 ½ goals.
The girls Ginevra D’Orazio, Ginevra Visconti and sisters Vittoria and Costanza 
Marchiorello, led from the sidelines by coach Franco Piazza, fought to the bitter end 
and won the silver medal. Following last year’s gold won in Chantilly, they have now 
confirmed they are at the top of the ranking for ladies’ polo in Europe.
In this 12th FIP European Polo Championship the bronze medal went to Ireland after 
beating Germany 5 ½ - 5 in the final for third and fourth place, while the bronze medal 
in the 2nd FIP European Polo Ladies Championships was won by The Netherlands, who 
beat France 9 ½  - 3.

Silver for the italian ladies team

   FACTS& FIGURES

The next FIP European Polo 
Championship will be played
in 2020 in Azerbaijan

350

4

10

polo ponies
in the championship 

teams in the FIP Ladies
European Polo Championship:
France, Germany, Italy,
The Netherlands

10 days of matches
30 matches played

teams playing in the 12th FIP 
European  Polo

Group A
Azerbaijan, Ireland, Austria, 
France and Slovakia

Group B
Italy, Germany, France, 
Switzerland and Slovakia

Championship-Quantocoin Cup 
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By Caterina Vagnozzi    -    Photos by Stefano Grasso/LGCT

HER LONG-HELD DREAM IS TO TAKE PART IN THE JAPANESE 
OLYMPICS IN TOKYO IN 2020 AND ALL THE PREREQUISITES 

FOR THIS TO COME TRUE ARE ALREADY PRESENT. FOR 
YEARS NOW, SHE HAS BEEN AN IMPORTANT FIGURE IN THE 

FIRST USA TEAM AT THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS DATES ON THE 
GLOBAL SHOWJUMPING CALENDAR. 
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essica Rae Springsteen, daughter of The Boss and Patti Scialfa, 
twenty-six years old, a degree in psychology from the Duke University 
(one of the most prestigious in America) in 2014, had very clear ideas, 
ever since she was a child, about what she would do when she was 

grown up and she has never changed direction. “I don’t know what my life would have 
been without horses and without sport.”
Beautiful, pleasant, with an easy manner and always available for the many autograph 
hunters who trail her during the competitions she attends, Springsteen amazes 
for the way she appears to be just like the girl next door, instead of the daughter of 
the most famous rock star on the planet. A true sportswoman, yet at the same time 
refined and elegant, perfectly at ease whether it be in the saddle or on the photo sets 
of the fashion system. Gucci and Polo Ralph Lauren are the brands for whom she is 
first and foremost an ambassdor. 
Her life as a horsewoman has always been played out in the highest spheres of world 
showjumping, a true microcosm, difficult to reach and easy to abandon. It is not easy 
to get there, even if you are the daughter of The Boss, not without great sacrifice, 
absolute passion, dedication and great perseverance. Guidelines for life that Jessica 
has followed faithfully. 
The importance that horses have in her life is instantly understandable from her 
Instagram profile. “I love to post photos of myself with my horses. As well as the 
sport, I am also committed to saving them and animals in general, with activities 
and philanthropic initiatives. Many people really just don’t realize how much cruelty 
is inflicted on horses. These animals do so much and work with us. I think it is really 
important that we ensure that their voice is heard too.”
Nature and animals are daily bread for Jessica and her brothers (Evan, the oldest 
and Samuel, the youngest) grew up following a careful decision by their parents. The 
Springsteen family, in fact, left Los Angeles when Jessica was three to move to the 
countryside, to the ranch at Colts Neck Township, three hundred acres belonging to 
the family in New Jersey. The Boss never hid his goal, “to grow the kids in a healthy 
place, with animals and as far away from the paparazzi as possible.” 
“My mother gave me my passion for horses. At the age of three, I was already in the 
saddle. I consider myself fortunate to have been able to do what I love and to have 
transformed my passion into a job and a career. My parents have always encouraged 
me and, since I was a child, they have always told me: when you find something you 
are passionate about work hard and follow your dreams.“
Jessica initially rode in equitation classes and won the 2007 Christy Conard Perpetual 
Trophy for Equestrian Excellence, 2008 National Championship and 2009 Excellence 
in Equitation Championship. Since moving to pure show jumping, Jessica has won 
medals at the 2010 North American Young Rider Championships, has been selected 
for Senior Nations Cup teams and was reserve rider for the 2012 London Olympics. 
Being placed in the Queens Cup, Spruce Meadows is for her one of the most 
memorable moments of her career so far. The most influential people in her career 
are her trainer Laura Kraut and her parents. Jessica describes the Global Champions 
Tour as a great experience with great locations. Her aim was to represent her country 

in the 2016 Rio Olympics.
Jessica currently spends her time between the United States and Belgium, but just like 
all the top players in the horse riding circus, she basically lives on tour and travels 
across the world to take part in the most prestigious show jumping circuits. Hers is 
a constant presence in the Longines Global Champions Tour, the Formula 1 of horse 
riding, having many stages in the most prestigious locations worldwide and head-
spinning prize money, currently the absolute must for the most important horse 
riders in the FEI Longines Ranking. Horses trained at home but above all a lot of 
activity in competition with an organisation that cannot leave anything to chance, 
tens of thousands of miles to be travelled, suitcases that are always a work in progress 
and continuous check-ins at hotels and for flights. All of this of course, doubled for 
both rider and horses. 
Italy is one the countries she loves the most. She took part in the FEI World Cup in 
Verona and in the Longines Global Champions Tour in Rome. At her debut in the 
capital for the first edition of the LGCT about four years ago, at the Stadio dei Marmi, 
Dad Bruce and Mum Patti came to support her. Low profile, apart from the very 
difficult undertaking of protecting their privacy, they participated in the two days of 
competition just like any other normal, horsey parents.
That year, in the same arena, Jessica was a key player and in the victory of one of 
the most eagerly awaited competitions, The Champions League. The attention and 
curiosity already running high about her presence, were literally amplified by the 
news of her engagement to Lorenzo De Luca, number 1 amongst Italian riders. A love 
story which started months before and which Jessica, Istagram addicted, had already 
shared with her over 157.000 followers.

J
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BRUCE AND JESSICA SPRINGSTEEN AND PATTI SCIALFA


