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DUTCHMAN VAN ASTEN SCORCHES TO BEAUTIFUL VICTORY IN PREMIO FRANCO TUCCI 
 

In a jump-off that had spectators clinging to the edges of their seats, The Netherlands’ Leopold van Asten and 
VDL Groep Beauty claimed victory ahead of Swiss superstar Steve Guerdat and Alamo in tonight’s Premio Franco 
Tucci at Jumping Verona 2018. 

Uliano Vezzani’s first course was no walk in the park, but with such a quality field of horses and riders there 
were 12 through to the second-round jump-off over a shortened track, and the crowd were treated to a thriller. 
From the moment Frenchman Kevin Staut set the early target at 37.14 seconds with Viking d’la Rousserie, it just 
kept getting faster and faster. 
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World No. 1, The Netherlands’ Harrie Smolders, raised the bar when crossing the line with the smoothest of 
rides with Don VHP Z in 37.09 seconds but they only held the lead for a moment as Germany’s Daniel Deusser 
and the lovely 10-year-old stallion Tobago Z sliced through the track in 35.38 to really put it up to the rest of 
them. Some of the spectators thought that was as fast as it could get, but there was plenty more to come….. 

Frenchman Simon Delestre looked set to challenge with little Hermes Ryan who has the heart of a lion, but 
when the clock stopped on 35.99 seconds then Deusser was still out in front. However Van Asten and his feisty 
grey mare were next into the ring and, taking all the tightest lines and a breath-taking turn to the final vertical, 
they broke the beam in an incredible time of 34.55. That seemed to put the result beyond doubt but Sweden’s 
Petronella Anderson wasn’t intimidated, very nearly overtaking the Dutchman with a heart-stopping run that 
saw her through the finish in 34.68 seconds with Eclatant to slot into runner-up spot. 

She had to settle for third in the final analysis however because Swiss supremo Guerdat, the man who took 
individual bronze at the world championships just a few short weeks ago, looked set to oust Van Asten from 
pole position with a brilliant ride with Alamo that was just 0.13 off the Dutchman’s time but plenty good enough 
for second spot. 

Van Asten said afterwards that he knew he had to give it everything he’d got to win this one. “There were a few 
already very fast so I knew there was only one way to win it, and that was to really go for it from fence number 
one. I got the angles good, I could stay in the rhythm and my horse VDL Groep Beauty is naturally very fast and I 
think that was the advantage today” he said. He couldn’t bring his winning mare into the prizegiving however 
because she gets much too excited. 

“It’s dangerous with her to do the prizegiving actually, she gets very excited and she goes blind from the noise 
and everything so I always try to get another horse so that she doesn’t have to go through that” he explained. 

Asked how his mare can concentrate on her jumping yet get so anxious when the competition is over the 
Dutchman pointed out, “the thing is that horses know their job and they focus on what they have to do. She is 
also difficult in the warm-up, like here where the people are all around she’s very tense, and a bit hectic, so I 
was very happy that today they also put fences in the second warm-up where it’s much quieter. That’s just how 
she is, and she’s been like that all her life, even from a young horse she was not the most easy one to deal with, 
but we always knew she had great potential and she showed it this evening!” he said. 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 

And so his plan for tomorrow’s Longines FEI Jumping World Cup qualifier? “I will compete with VDL Groep Miss 
Untouchable - she’s 11 years old by Chacco Blue. I have a big belief in her, she’s a very good horse, not the most 
experienced at this level, so I’m curious how she will go tomorrow” Van Asten concluded. 

  
DARLING DE LUCA SCOOPS VICTORY IN SAFE RIDING SPEED 

He’s the darling of Italian showjumping and always has a smile on his face, so the crowd went wild with 
excitement when Lorenzo de Luca galloped to victory in today’s Safe Riding Speed competition 
at JumpingVerona 2018. The 31-year-old who is ranked 16th in the world and who finished seventh individually 
at the FEI World Equestrian Games in Tryon, USA last month simply scorched around the course to post the 
winning time with Evita van’t Zoggehof. 
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Course designer Uliano Vezzani built a track to test the best, and it was Sweden’s Henrik von Eckermann and 
Peter Pan, 17th to go in the field of 40, who set the early target at 61.06 seconds. But Germany’s Daniel Deusser 
blew that away with a brilliant run from the eye-catching gelding Cornet who looks like someone has poured ink 
over his grey coat, breaking the beam in 60.61 to take the lead. 



 

 
 

 

Deusser, team bronze medallist at the Rio 2016 Olympic Games and Longines FEI Jumping World Cup champion 
in 2014, rides for Stephex Stables in Belgium as does de Luca who was next into the ring. And the Italian was 
even quicker, stopping the clock on 60.16 seconds which was just too fast for the rest of them. It was a 
sensational performance from de Luca’s young mare who already has a win on the hallowed ground of Aachen 
in Germany under her belt. 

“She’s a really fast horse - she’s just eight but we won already a few speed classes so I think for sure this is one 
horse to watch for the future, she is already doing so well at this high level and I’m really proud of her. She’s 
super-confident and she loves to go fast - so do I, so it worked out well!”, he said 

Asked if there is rivalry in Stephex team which also includes Sweden’s Jonna Ekberg who steered Dolitaire 
Chavannaise into ninth place with a super-smooth tour of the course, de Luca replied, “of course - everyone 
wants to win! I could see Daniel’s round, he was just before me so I could see him go and I was just a a little bit 
faster. But our owner Stephan Conter is here and I think he is very happy!”  

De Luca said he is keeping his “best horse” for tomorrow’s Longines FEI Jumping World Cup qualifier. “Ensor de 
Litrange jumped just had a small class yesterday as a warm up, he jumped very good, very relaxed, so he has a 
day off today and I hope to keep all his energy for tomorrow to try our best” he explained. The Italian star is a 
busy man, following the World Equestrian Games he competed at the Longines FEI Jumping Nations Cup Final in 
Barcelona, Spain and then went on tour to Villamoura in Portugal with nine horses who competed regularly over 
the next two weeks before coming to Verona. Asked if he ever takes a holiday he replied, “no, not many! We 
went for a few days in Spain in the summer but that’s enough! We are really lucky people to do what we love, 
and we love to do showjumping and we try to win every week and we try harder and harder!” 

Tomorrow de Luca will be trying to take those maximum qualifying points towards the 2019 Longines FEI World 
Cup Final. 

 


