
 

 

Press Release #1 - March 26, 2019 
 
 

PIAZZA DI SIENA: SHOW JUMPING CHAMPIONS TO COMPETE IN THE ETERNAL CITY 

For the global elite of riders, the last week in May means Rome-Piazza di Siena. This year the appointment 
with the 87th Rome CSIO will take place in the historical green arena from Thursday May 
23rd to Sunday May 26th - click here for the CSIO programme.  
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The significant innovations introduced last year, with a return to grass in the  oval, as well as minimalist 
seating designed to enhance and protect the Villa Borghese, free admission for the public and the creation of 
a new arena to host additional competitions and events in the nearby Galoppatoio,  close to the stables,  all 
turned out to be winning decisions. The CSIO will be preceded by national show jumping classes, a CSIYH 
and  the Italian Polo Challenge matches held in the evening and starting on the Monday before the traditional 
show reserved to the top riders on the international circuit. Day after day the level of excitement will increase 
until the main attraction begins with the CSIO. 

https://www.piazzadisiena.it/en/timetable.html?filtri=1&category=49&data=&venue=


 

 

THE BEST RIDERS IN THE WORLD AND TOP PRIZE MONEY 

 

The CONI/FISE Organising Committee for the 87th Rome Piazza di Siena CSIO is hard at work 
finalising all the details for this show for which registration is already ‘stellar’. 
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Most of the best riders on the international circuit will be coming to this CSIO with its 11 classes 
and overall prize money amounting to 900,000 euros and will provide entertainment at the highest 
technical and spectacular level. 

The classes most looked forward to are the Rolex Rome Grand Prix, with its 400,000 euro prize money (at 
12.15 on Sunday May 26th) and the Nations Cup (on Friday May 24th at 2:30 pm) with its 250,000 euro 
prize money to be fought over by the nine teams competing: France, Germany, Ireland, Israel, The 
Netherlands, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and of course Italy. The Small Grand Prix and spectacular Six 
Bar classes scheduled for Saturday May 25th should not be missed.  

 



 

 

 

THE TICKET OFFICE IS OPEN 

 

ust like last year, the horse show will be held in two different arenas in Villa Borghese; the oval 
in Piazza di Siena, even more enchanting now the grass has grown back, and theGaloppatoio, which will 
host some of the international classes as well as almost all the national ones. 
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Admission to both areas will be free of charge allowing supporters to watch all the classes. Seating at 
the Galoppatoio will be available along the arena while at Piazza di Siena spectators will be able to use the 
terraced part on one side of the arena and the grassy area outside the Casina Raffaello.As happened last year, 
everything built for the 2019 edition will have little environmental impact, with two low covered seating areas 
along the long sides of the oval and below the two villas, the Tribuna Orologio Partners’ Lounge 
reserved to Partners and the Tribuna Raffaello Corporate Lounge that, in addition to areas reserved to 
owners and riders includes a large area with private tables (info and bookings: corporate@piazzadisiena.it). 

It will also be possible to buy seats for a third open grandstand built along the short side of the oval opposite 
the entrance to the arena. Tickets for this area are already on sale on-line at TicketOne - click here to acces 
online ticket sales. 

 

mailto:corporate@piazzadisiena.it
https://sport.ticketone.it/search?promoter=90600722
https://sport.ticketone.it/search?promoter=90600722


 

 

 

1929-2019: A STORY THAT STARTED NINETY YEARS AGO 

This year marks an important occasion for Piazza di Siena as the show celebrates the ninetieth 
anniversary of its permanent move to this location, a jewel of landscape architecture that through the 
history of this CSIO has become one of the most famous postcards in the world of the Villa Borghese. 
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Not everyone is aware that although horses and riders had already competed in Piazza di Siena, when the 
location made its debut in 1922 when the show was added to the international programme by 
the International Equestrian Federation in 1926 and the official numbering system began, its 
organisation in the Villa Borghese had been forbidden by the then Governor Senator Cremonesi. 

 
 
 



 

 

Newspapers reports of the time state that “For four years, the Roman show was obliged to wander from one 
location to another making things even more difficult as far as its organisation and variable problems linked to 
its success were concerned…” 
After two editions hosted at the Villa Glori racetrack and a third in the Parioli centre, in 1929 the show 
returned to Piazza di Siena. 

“The current Governor, Prince Francesco Boncompagni Ludovisi, agreed with firm resolve that “this year the 
square could be used once again, entrusting it to people who showed that they understood the responsibility 
entrusted to them as well as assessing the inestimable advantages it offered.” 

The history of one of the most beautiful and important shows in the world officially began with Italy winning 
the Nations Cup (the team was formed by Lieutenant Colonel Forquet riding Capinera, Major Borsarelli riding 
Crispa and Captain Bettoni on Aladino) and Captain Sandro Bettoni having a triumphant show winning three 
classes. 

 


