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Press Release #2 – May 20, 2019 

 

What a show, what a start-list, and what about those Swiss! 

The World No. 1 rider, Switzerland’s Steve Guerdat, heads up the star-studded cast of top showjumpers 
from all around the globe who are descending on the Italian capital city for the 87th CSIO Rome Piazza di 
Siena. Guerdat has long been one of the most consistent competitors in the sport, and has remained in 
sparkling form since clinching individual bronze at the FEI World Equestrian Games (WEG) in Tryon, USA last 
September. He claimed the FEI World Cup title for the third time in his stellar career in Gothenburg, 
Sweden six weeks ago and, bringing his top ride Albfuehren’s Bianca, looks set to present a really formidable 
challenge throughout the exciting week of top sport. 

Steve Guerdat riding Bianca - photo CONI/S.Ferraro 

Like all the world’s leading riders Guerdat always looks forward to competing at Piazza di Siena, and he will be 
joined by fellow-countryman Martin Fuchs who stood one step ahead of him on that WEG podium when 
taking individual silver last year. It’s the long history and sheer class of this show that sets it apart from the 
rest and attracts so many of the big names, and five of the top ten and 11 of the top 20 in the latest world 
rankings will be taking part. Reigning European Champion Peder Fredricson from Sweden (No 2), Fuchs 
(No 5), Germany’s Daniel Deusser (No 6) and America’s Kent Farrington (No 8) will be joined by Great 
Britain’s Ben Maher (No 12), Sweden’s Henrik von Eckermann (No 13), Canada’s Eric Lamaze and 
Kevin Staut from France (equal 16) while Italy’s Lorenzo De Luca (No 18) and Frenchman Simon 
Delestre (No 19) round up the top-20 contenders. 
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What a venue, what a gift! 

The spectacular setting at Piazza di Siena, within the public park at the Villa Borghese in the heart of 
Rome, has a charm that is unmatched by any other equestrian venue anywhere in the world. You feel you are 
being hugged by history as you walk into the showground which is carefully managed by CONI/FISE 
Organising Committee in conjunction with the municipal authorities in order to ensure minimum impact on 
its precious environment. 

 
Piazza di Siena - photo CONI/S.Ferraro 

Returning the oval - the natural amphitheatre where the main arena is located - to a grass arena was a 
significant and well-received innovation last year as was the limited seating and the decision to stage some of 
the competitions in the Gallopatoio arena, close to the stables and the main entrance, in order to conserve the 
main arena surface. In 2019 CSIO Rome Piazza di Siena - Master fratelli d'Inzeo celebrates the 90th 
anniversary of its permanent move to the present location. It was the venue for the very first show in 1922 
but prior to 1929 the fixture was staged twice at the Villa Glori racetrack and then in Parioli before returning 
to its true home. The Governor of the time, Prince Francesco Boncompagni Ludovisi, decided that the arena at 
Piazza di Siena could be used again, “entrusting it to people who showed that they understood the 
reponsibility entrusted to them as well as assessing the inestimable advantages it offered”. That trust 
continues to be honoured today.  
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Can Team Italy make it three-in-a-row in the Nations Cup?  
Can De Luca do the double in the Grand Prix? 

The 2018 edition of CSIO Rome Piazza di Siena was a triumph for the host nation with a second 
successive victory, and their 29th in the history of the event, for Team Italy in the Nations Cup Intesa 
Sanpaolo. 

Team Italy - photo CONI/S.Ferraro  

It was against all the odds as their star riders Lorenzo De Luca and Alberto Zorzi had to withdraw at the 
last moment, but in dream-team style Luca Marziani, Giulia Martinengo Marquet, Emanuele Gaudiano 
and Bruno Chimirri made it happen. The 2017 victory had been the first in 32 years, so backing that up with 
yet another success was the stuff of dreams, and a fly-past by the Italian air-force just after the prizegiving 
added extra excitement to the already electric atmosphere. 
This year there will be nine nations in contention for the prestigious title they all want to win. The flags of 
Belgium, France, Germany, Ireland, Israel, Netherlands, Sweden and Switzerland will all be flying 
along with the Italian colours, and the quality of the entry suggests that the hosts will have another mighty 
battle on their hands as they attempt to top the podium for the third time in a row.  
When Lorenzo De Luca added the Rolex Grand Prix crown to last year’s Nations Cup victory it was almost 
too good to be true for the home side. It had been 24 years since the last Italian rider, Arnaldo Bologni, came 
out on top and the moment marked the twelfth time for Italy to win both the Nations Cup and Grand Prix 
of Rome. The previous time it happened was in 1976 when the team consisted of the legendary Piero and 
Raimondo d’Inzeo, Graziano Mancinelli and Vittorio Orlandi, and Piero d’Inzeo won the Grand Prix title with 
Easter Light. 
De Luca will be taking on the best of the best as he attempts to make it a double this year with the same 
horse, Scuderia 1918 Halifax van het Kluizebos, but there will be plenty of others standing in his way….. 
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